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	Who’s who at the Forum?
Most of you will already know the Forum staff, but for any newcomers here’s a quick guide.

National coordinator
Ilona Richards
Ilona@scottishthroughcare.org.uk
Training and development coordinator

Pamela Graham

Pamela@scottishthroughcare.org.uk
Young People’s Participation coordinator
Amy Copsey
Amy@scottishthroughcare.org.uk
Improvement Programme manager

Sharon McIntyre
Sharon@scottishthroughcare.org.uk
Communications manager
John Matthews
John@scottishthroughcare.org.uk
Administrator
Cameron Chalmers
0141 357 4124
admin@scottishthroughcare.org.uk

[image: image2]
	Welcome to a new look
This is the first edition of what, hopefully, will become another new way that the Scottish Throughcare and Aftercare Forum can keep in touch with you, and you can share your ideas, experiences, worries, suggestions and stories with your colleagues.
Its success will depend to a great extent on what you can contribute. The more you tell us, the more we can share.

It will build on the already successful ‘recommended reading’ email group, which has proved very popular as a means of passing on reports, case-studies, event information and requests for help from colleagues as far apart as the Borders and the Shetland Isles.

We sincerely hope that you will continue to use this newsletter as a means of doing all these things.

You can get in touch by emailing John Matthews on john@scottishthroughcare.org.uk 

Writing to The Scottish Throughcare Forum, 37 Otago Street, Glasgow G12 8II

Phoning the Forum on 0141 357 4124

Or phoning John on his mobile; 07949 351 745

Please do keep in touch. This is your newsletter based on your news.

Survey results sent out
By now, most, if not all of you will have received a copy of the results of the ‘Are you afraid of the Cuts’ survey. If you haven’t, please get in touch.

We are living in a very dynamic situation and there may well have been further changes affecting your service since you completed the survey in January and February.

We are very keen to hear about these, particularly where they directly affect the young people you are working with, and your ideas for improving services.

All of the staff at the Forum are committed to using the information you have given us as part of our programme of advocating and influencing policy relating to young care leavers and we want to again extend a warm thanks for your help.

We will be repeating the survey around the beginning of May and hope that you will again take part or, if you didn’t complete the first one, join in.

Recommended reading
We really couldn’t send this out without adding some reading links.

These come from three different sources:

Firstly, from Sharon Munro at Barnardos’s we have a link to the Demos report, which many of you will have heard discussed at the Forum conference in January.
http://www.demos.co.uk/files/In_Loco_Parentis_-_web.pdf?1277484312
Also from Sharon, we have a link to a University of York Report on transitions for disabled young people and those with complex health needs.

http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/research/pdf/transitions.pdf
Next, from Mike Rodden at West Dunbarton, we have a link to a report that Mike says everyone should read. ‘Celebrating success: what helps looked after children succeed’,  by Happer, McCreadie and Aldgate, was produced in 2006 but good things don’t date.

http://www.swia.gov.uk/swia/files/Celebrating%20success%20-%20what%20helps%20looked%20after%20children%20succeed.pdf
Finally, Viv Boyle, from the Scottish Government, has sent a link to ‘Career information and Guidance in Scotland. A framework for service redesign and improvement’. As Viv says, “Within the paper are references to Looked After young people and care leavers, and Corporate Parenting. 
“It recognises that Looked After young people may well require more intensive, face to face support, in the area of career development, and that a number of frameworks, including Corporate Parenting, support co-ordinated, proportionate and timely service delivery.”
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/11110615/0
Viv has also sent a link to very interesting work on the ‘Family Firm’. Click on the link and then open the pdf at the bottom of the page.
http://www.lookedafterchildrenscotland.org.uk/adults/work/ourfamilyfirm.asp
I will be sending out more stuff soon but please keep sending in your suggestions and comments.
Thanks

John Matthews
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This space could contain details of events you are planning or a review of an event you have held.


Please get in touch with John for more information.








