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	Stirling event is a big success
THE SCOTTISH Throughcare and Aftercare Forum was invited by Stirling Council to work in partnership to develop an event which would support a discussion between Looked After young people and Care Leavers, living within Stirling Local Authority, and key decision makers. 

The ‘Hear My Voice’ event was held on April 26 and brought together the Chief Executive and Heads of Service from across Stirling Council together with 12 young people with experience of care. 
The aim of the event was to give care leavers living in Stirling Local Authority a lead in shaping Leaving Care services and an opportunity to advise decision makers around what kind of support and services they feel both themselves and their peers would benefit from. 

Prior to the event the young people met over 4 planning sessions to explore their thoughts, feelings and experiences around Leaving Care. Within the planning sessions, film and art activities were used to support this process. Young People identified 4 key areas for development which the ‘Hear My Voice’ event explored. 
We used informal and interactive activities to explore and project young people’s experiences and recommendations for change. 

If you would like more information regarding this event or to discuss how you we can support you to run similar events then please contact Amy on 0141 357 4124 or by email on amy@scottishthroughcare.org.uk

New Government new opportunities?

LAST week was clearly a monumental week in Scottish Politics with the SNP successfully gaining a second term in Government and achieving what many had thought impossible for any party under the Holyrood system ‑ a majority.

This result has undoubtedly taken us into uncharted waters, with the Government now having the potential to carry out its programme without having to depend on agreement with other parties but at the same time having to ensure that it develops and retains the goodwill and trust of the public through consulation and involvement.

It is therefore more important than ever that we support looked-after children and young people and care leavers in getting their voices heard with decision-makers at the highest levels and in helping to build a consensus in delivering the best-possible outcomes.

The Forum is already widely viewed as the leading advocate for the rights of care leavers and the improvement of services but we do need your help in keeping up to date with what is happening in your practice areas and in reflecting your thoughts and ideas on what needs to be done to ensure the best possible outcomes.
So please keep us informed and let us know what you think.

One interesting aspect of the period leading up to the election was the frequency at ‘hustings’ that all of the parties paid tribute to the report ‘Joining the Dots’ by Susan Deacon.

Essentially the report calls for less debate and more action and it may, perhaps, influence some of the thinking of the incoming parliament.
You can read the report at:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/02093147/0  

We would be delighted to hear your thoughts on everything in this newsletter and also any ideas for articles, adverts for events and recommended reading suggestions.

Cheers

John Matthews

Communications Manager
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Who’s who at the Forum?


National coordinator


Ilona Richards


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Ilona@scottishthroughcare.org.uk" ��Ilona@scottishthroughcare.org.uk�


Training and development coordinator


Pamela Graham


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Pamela@scottishthroughcare.org.uk" ��Pamela@scottishthroughcare.org.uk�


Young People’s Participation coordinator


Amy Copsey


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Amy@scottishthroughcare.org.uk" ��Amy@scottishthroughcare.org.uk�


Improvement Programme manager


Sharon McIntyre


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Sharon@scottishthroughcare.org.uk" ��Sharon@scottishthroughcare.org.uk�


Communications manager


John Matthews


� HYPERLINK "mailto:John@scottishthroughcare.org.uk" ��John@scottishthroughcare.org.uk�


Administrator�Cameron Chalmers�0141 357 4124�� HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@scottishthroughcare.org.uk" �admin@scottishthroughcare.org.uk�





Training latest


PAMELA GRAHAM is delighted with the response to her latest training course, ‘Introduction to Throughcare. Why Should I Care?’, which sold out within a week of being advertised. The course is being held on Thursday May 12 in Edinburgh.


She said, ‘This shows how important people find training and I am particularly pleased that the Forum’s courses are being seen as ‘must go to events.’


‘I would like to be able to claim that it’s all down to me, but to be honest I think that the superb contribution by the Child Poverty Action Group which does a session on benefits for care leavers makes a huge difference to people coming.


‘We will be having another course in Glasgow in June and I would advise everyone to book early.’





Survey soon


The second part of our survey will be winging its way to you very soon and for us, and we hope you, it is very important that as many of you as possible participate.


In the meantime we thought you would be interested in a similar survey conducted by the NACC in England.


While the context is different the results in terms of practice are pretty much in line with ours.
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