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	Forum Latest (Bonus edition)

	
	                                                                                                                11/08/11

	

	DEAR all, I am about to go off on annual leave but there are a couple of things I thought shouldn’t have to wait until I get back , which you would like brought to your attention. So I am sending out this newsletter a bit ahead of schedule.
Moving Prevention Forward
THE following is hot off the press from the SCVO and is pretty much self-explanatory:

We all know the third sector has the expertise and lots of experience of delivering high quality preventative services - preventing problems rather than dealing - expensively - with acute problems once they have arisen. 
 In the toughest public spending environment for generations one of the biggest questions in Scotland is how the government progresses the prevention agenda.
 The potential to reduce the cost of public services is enormous but the prevention agenda has not been mainstreamed due to upfront costs and short term political decision-making.  
 With Comprehensive Spending Review discussions already taking place, the Scottish Government is actively looking for ideas and evidence to help decide where to invest to progress the prevention agenda.
 There is a rare and valuable opportunity to shape what the Scottish Government decides to do on prevention. SCVO is preparing a report so let us know your thoughts and ideas:

    What have you been doing on the prevention agenda? 

    What could be scaled up or replicated if there were the resources? 

    What are the key areas the Scottish Government should invest resources in prevention? 

    Are there any areas where preventative services have not been developed but which could help                reduce demand on public purse? 

     What kind of preventative services should the Scottish Government focus on in order to have the biggest impact? 

       Email your thoughts to our policy officer nick.waugh@scvo.org.uk  
If you do respond it would also be really helpful to us to have you thoughts and we would be very grateful if you could send us a copy. Given that I will be on holiday perhaps you could email these to Ilona at Ilona@scottishthroughcare.org.uk 
What they do in Dundee
IN the last newsletter we highlighted a  report by HM Inspectorate of Prisons called The care of looked after children in custody  http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/inspectorate-reports/hmipris/looked-after-children-2011.pdf   

Dave Innes in Dundee was quick off the mark and sent the following response:
Hi John - had a quick read of the snippet from the "Care of Looked After Children in Custody" report - will try to snatch a quick hour or so to have a look at it in more detail!!

 For information, apart from trying to keep them out in the first place, we are fully committed to working with young people in custody, This includes:

 

Paying young people on remand a small weekly allowance in order that they can buy essential items. 

Undertaking visits to them if deemed necessary. 

For those who are sentenced, continuing to visit and attending any prison-based meetings as appropriate. 

Holding Pathways Reviews in prison where appropriate. 

Visiting young people who are serving longer sentences, especially if we are aware that they are receiving few, if any, visits from family and friends (we currently have a young person serving a 7 year sentence, and his Resource Worker makes a point of visiting him if she at the prison for any other reason.

Happy for this to be shared if you think it would be of interest, and happy to hear of any other authorities who might be doing anything else.

Dave
So, it’s over to you! Any information you can share would be most welcome
If you have any comments on any of the topics in this newsletter, suggestions, ideas, reports, requests or information you would like passed on, please get in touch. We really do depend on your involvement.
Cheers

John Matthews

Communications manager
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Stirling’s Lost Sheep


 JUST released is a report from the Poverty Alliance, Lost Sheep Looking for Somewhere to go.


It is a study, carried out in Stirling over the past year and mostly led by young people themselves, notably through the YT Youthspace Research Group, into young people’s experiences of the transition from school to post-school and the services available to them.


It focuses on the experiences of 14 young people and their voices are heard throughout.


While it is not specifically a study into care leavers, it does have obvious relevance as they are also part of that wider group of young people experiencing this transition.


Please let us know if you have any similar research or you are planning a similar project.


You can find the report � HYPERLINK "http://www.povertyalliance.org.uk/ckfinder/userfiles/files/EPIC/Reports/EPIC_ResearchReportYOUTHSPACE.pdf" ��here�





Who’s who at the Forum?





National coordinator


Ilona Richards
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Training and development coordinator


Pamela Graham
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Young People’s Participation coordinator


Amy Copsey
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Improvement Programme manager


Sharon McIntyre
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Communications manager
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